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Section 1: SRSD Online Impact

SRSD Online 
Impact Report 
Dear SRSD Community, 

As I reflect on our progress together, I am inspired by the 
extraordinary impact of our shared work, where SRSD has 
transformed writing instruction at scale, empowering students 
with effective strategies and self-regulation skills that boost 
performance, confidence, and motivation. 

This report tells a powerful story of scaling SRSD - one of 
dedication, growth, and real-world success. Every teacher and 
coach trained, every student supported, and every classroom 
implementing SRSD moves us closer to our mission of making 
high-quality writing instruction accessible to all. Together. we 
are shaping a future where writing is no longer overlooked but 
celebrated as a vital tool for learning and communication. 

Thank you for being an essential part of this work and your 
ongoing commitment to advancing SRSD worldwide. 

With gratitude, 

Karen Harris
SRSD Creator
Regents Professor Emeritus
Arizona State University



Finally! 
Someone taught 
me how to write
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3 0 0 , 0 0 0Students Love Writing

SRSD has reached over 300,000 students and provides powerful, evidence-
based resources to support educators and administrators in transforming writing 
instruction. It’s being used by teachers, instructional coaches, and schools across 
the country and around the world. With growing partnerships in schools and 
universities, SRSD Online continues to scale SRSD’s impact on teaching and 
learning.

SRSD Online Numbers to Date

7,500 
Online Courses 

5,000 
Teachers

230 
Instructional 

Coaches

140 
Schoolwide  

Projects 

40 
States 

12 
Countries



Section II SRSD Research Impact

Since its inception, SRSD Online has grown into a global movement, transforming 
writing instruction across diverse educational settings. Educators worldwide, 
including university professors, classroom teachers, and instructional coaches, have 
embraced our online courses and instructional coach training for its evidence-based 
strategies and practical applications. SRSD is now deeply embedded in teacher 
preparation programs and has been adopted in countless school-wide initiatives, 
with internal leadership structures ensuring long-term sustainability. From urban 
districts to remote international classrooms, the impact is unmistakable—students 
write more confidently, and teachers are empowered with the tools to guide them.

SRSD is Evidence-Based



An effect size is how researchers show how much something works and how significant the 
impact is. It helps us measure the size of the improvement. 

For example, an effect size of 0.2 means there’s a small, positive change—a gentle nudge 
forward. 

An effect size of 0.5 reflects a medium, noticeable improvement. 

An effect size of 0.8 or higher signals a significant, meaningful gain—a major leap forward in 
learning. 

SRSD consistently produces the highest 
effect sizes of any writing instruction 
approach.

SRSD constantly achieves 1.1 to 2.5 effect sizes



40 years of SRSD Research Results  
Why SRSD will work in your classrooms

2.24 Effect Size: Writing Improvement
SRSD More Than Doubles Writing Gains Compared to 
Traditional Methods

Students using SRSD see 2–3 times greater 
improvement in writing skills than those receiving 
traditional writing instruction. (Graham & Harris, 2018)

1.64 Effect Size: Learning Disability 
Effectiveness 
Students with disabilities show an effect size higher than 
any other writing intervention, demonstrating SRSD’s 
broad effectiveness  (Graham, Harris, & Santangelo, 2015, 
meta-analysis)

Reading 
SRSD isn’t just about writing—it also improves reading 
comprehension and self-regulation strategies, 
leading to better overall academic success. (Graham, 
Harris, & Santangelo, 2015)

83% Writing Performance
Students improve their writing performance by 83% 
after SRSD instruction. (Graham, McKeown, Kiuhara, & 
Harris, 2012, meta-analysis)



90% Teacher Confidence 
Over 90% of teachers who implement SRSD report 
feeling more confident and effective in teaching 
writing. (Harris, Graham, & Mason, 2018)

Achievement Gap Success 
Students from low-income and underperforming 
schools make writing gains comparable to their 
higher-achieving peers when using SRSD. (Harris, 
Graham, & Mason, 2006)

65% Writing Quality 
SRSD results for writing quality are above one full 
standard deviation— a considerable jump in student 
performance.

SRSD is Evidence-Based 
SRSD is scientifically proven to work across different 
situations, writing genres, student ages, countries, 
and cultures. Over 200 studies have been conducted 
on SRSD, affirming its effectiveness.



2.55 Effect Size: Teacher-led Student 
Results 
Teacher-led SRSD produced equally strong or stronger 
results than researcher-led instruction, sometimes 
reaching effect sizes up to 2.55.

1.41 Effect Size: Sustainability  
SRSD results hold up over time, with strong effect sizes 
(1.30 and 1.41) still in place long after students learn the 
strategies.

90% Higher Fidelity
Professional development for SRSD leads to 90% or 
higher fidelity when teachers do the full set of steps, 
matching or surpassing researcher-led results.

SRSD is recognized as an evidence-based practice and is 
scientifically proven by the US Institute of Education Sciences 
for typical writers and those below grade level. SRSD is 
scientifically proven to work across different situations, writing 
genres, student ages, countries, and cultures. Over 100 studies 
have been conducted on SRSD, affirming its effectiveness.

40 years of SRSD Research Results  
Why SRSD will work in your classrooms



The largest SRSD Grant to date
EIR Grant # S411A210005  Funded by the Department of Education to Laura Hauerwas, Providence College

The Scaling SRSD project demonstrates that with well-designed professional learning and a strong 
Instructional Coach model, educators across grade levels can deliver powerful writing instruction, and 
do so at a reasonable cost.

The 2024 EIR Project Performance Report showcases the exceptional implementation of SRSD training 
with near-perfect lesson fidelity and complete coaching confidence—key indicators of sustainable, 
high-quality instruction. Strong teacher attendance and overwhelmingly positive feedback underscore 
the program’s relevance, feasibility, and impact in real classrooms. These results affirm that SRSD 
Online’s professional learning model is reliably replicable at scale across diverse school settings.

EIR Project: 
Scaling 
SRSD Study

2024 EIR SRSD Project Performance Report 

94%  
Lesson Fidelity 

100% 
Coaching 

Confidence

88% 
Teacher 

Attendance

90% 
Positive 

Teacher Rating

Scaling SRSD EIR Grant Numbers 

66%  
Title-1 

$84 
Per Student

17,000  
Students 

793  
Teachers 

80 
Instructional 

Coaches 

83  
Schools

35  
Districts

Section III: Scaling SRSD EIR Project Impact



Why SRSD Matters

Why SRSD is the Best Choice  
for Your District

Evidence-Based Writing 
Intervention: 

SRSD helps schools align 
with the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) by 
delivering scientifically 

researched, high-impact 
instructional strategies.

Practical and  
Sustainable:

By training coaches and 
literacy leaders, schools 
can adopt SRSD within 
typical PD and planning 
times, leading to higher 

teacher buy-in and 
ongoing support.

Whole-School 
Improvement: 

Year-over-year evidence 
shows that students—

especially those in high 
need—develop stronger 
writing skills and more 

confidence.

Evidence-Based 
Impact: 

SRSD is backed by 
decades of research 
and meta-analyses 
showing consistent, 
high-impact results.

Easy to  
Implement: 

SRSD is a 
framework that fits 

seamlessly into your 
curricula. 

Equitable & 
Inclusive: 

SRSD benefits all 
students, including 

English learners, 
struggling writers, 
and students with 

disabilities.

Sustainable 
Professional 

Development:

SRSD equips 
teachers with 

lasting instructional 
strategies, improving 

writing outcomes 
year after year.

Want to  
Learn More? 
Contact:
Randy@SRSDOnline.com 
and schedule your no-risk 
consultation today

Visit us at:  
https://srsdonline.org
Or use this QR code


